
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



•The Constitution sets out the basic 
principles upon which government in the 
United States was built. 

•The Constitution is a fairly brief 
document. 

•The Constitution is organized into eight 
sections: the Preamble and seven 
articles. The original document is 
followed by 27 amendments.



Section Subject 

Preamble States the purpose of the Constitution 

Article I Legislative branch 

Article II Executive branch 

Article III Judicial branch 

Article IV Relations among the States and with the National 
Government 

Article V Amending the Constitution 

Article VI National debts, supremacy of national law, and oaths of 
office 

Article VII Ratifying the Constitution 
 

 



ÁThe principle of popular sovereigntyasserts that the 
people are the source of any and all government power, 
and government can exist only with the consent of the 
governed.

ÁThe principle of limited government states that 
government is restricted in what it may do, and each 
individual has rights that government cannot take 
away.

ÁSeparation of powersis the principle in which the 
executive, legislative, and judicial branches of 
government are three independent and coequal 
branches of government.



ÁChecks and balancesis the system that allows 
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches 
to check, or restrain, the actions of one another.

ÁThe principle of judicial review consists of the 
power of a court to determine the 
constitutionality of a governmental action.

ÁFederalismis a system of government in which 
the powers of government are divided between 
a central government and several local 
governments.



Á I - Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion and Petition
Á II - Right to keep and bear arms
Á III - Conditions for quarters of soldiers
Á IV - Right of search and seizure regulated
Á V - Provisonsconcerning prosecution
Á VI - Right to a speedy trial, witnesses, etc.
Á VII - Right to a trial by jury
Á VIII - Excessive bail, cruel punishment
Á IX - Rule of construction of Constitution
Á X - Rights of the States under Constitution




